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of the German state have caused it to become a zone of constant friction.
It might well be termed the most acute danger zone in Europe.

NORTHERN  POLAND

Northern Poland consists of a low, lake-dotted plateau surmounted
by the Baltic ridges. For the most part, the soil is poor except along
such valleys as the Neimen. Agriculture is accordingly of slight im-
portance, and much of the region is forested. Many of the lakes have

Northeastern Poland is a land of lakes,' forests and marshes.   (Courtesy of the
Gdynia America Line, Inc.)

filled up and become swamps, which hinder transportation locally. The
rural population is largely made up of White Russians, although the
Poles own much of the land and constitute the major portion of the
population of most of the cities.

In this region lies another disputed territory, Wilno, the old
Lithuanian capital. After the World War the Allies recognized-
Poland's title to this territory, in spite of the opposition of Lithuania.
Since then it has been the cause of continual bitterness between the
two states. The city formerly occupied a position of considerable
economic importance, due to its command of a portion of the Russian
trade, but its importance in this connection has decidedly decreased
and it will be of little economic value to Poland.